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SAWSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES of the RECREATION & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING  
HELD ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2016 

At Link Road Parish Council Offices - Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
PRESENT: 

Parish Clerk  Jo Keeler 

Councillors Mike Mallows 

Kevin Cuffley (Chairman) Neil Reid (Vice Chairman) 

David Bard Roger Richmond 

Robert Grayston  

Beck Laxton  
 
  + Alan Poole – Head Groundsman 
  Mr Ian Reeves – Sawston & Babraham Cricket Club 
  Mr Trevor Davies – Sawston United 
  Mr Colin English – Sawston Rock 
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
 
Councillor Colin Groves - Family emergency 
 

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS FOR THIS MEETING 
None 
 

3 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
Mr Ian Reeves asked that his title be changed from Mrs to Mr.  The Clerk apologised and 
confirmed the minutes would be amended. 
 
Item 12 – Village Fete.  It was agreed to put this on the Agenda for the December 
Recreation meeting. It was also agreed that Councillor Laxton will meet with the Head 
Groundsman to discuss how best to avoid the problems that occurred this year. 
  
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2016 were read, confirmed and signed. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Richmond and seconded by Councillor Reid to accept the 
minutes. 
 
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
4 MATTERS ARISING – New information only 

None 
 
5 DOGS ON ORCHARD PARK 

 
The Parish Council received a letter from a resident complaining about dog owners 
allowing their dogs to run loose on Orchard Park and mentioning an incident where a 
relative had been attacked.  The resident requested that signs are erected asking people to 
keep dogs on a lead. 
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This was discussed and it was proposed to recommend to Full Parish by Councillor 
Laxton and seconded by Councillor Reid that the signs are purchased and one placed at 
the London Road entrance and one near the car park.  Councillor Laxton offered to 
investigate the relevant wording and once this information is available the Clerk will obtain 
prices. 
 
ACTION: Councillor Laxton & the Clerk 
. 
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
6 ALLOTMENT SKIPS 

 
Each year the Parish Council provides two skips at the allotments to allow allotment 
holders to clear rubbish and waste.  The cost is approximately £230 + VAT each. 
 
It was proposed to recommend to Full Parish by Councillor Bard and seconded by 
Councillor Reid to hire the skips. 

  
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
7 SAWSTON ROVERS – REFUND 
 

Sawston Rovers wrote to the Parish Council requesting a refund.  This was discussed at the 
last Full Parish meeting.  The Clerk was informed that more information would be forthcoming 
following Sawston Rovers Committee meeting in July.  The Clerk invited a representative 
from Sawston Rovers to this meeting so the item could be discussed however as no one 
attended no action will be taken. 

 
8 FLOODLIGHTS ON MILL LANE RECREATION GROUND 
 

The floodlights at Mill Lane which are the responsibility of Sawston Rovers do not work.  In 
addition, the floodlights at Lynton Way which are owned by Sawston United were discussed.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor Reid and seconded by Councillor Grayston that the Clerk 
should write to both clubs asking for an electrical safety check certificate for these before the 
next Recreation meeting in December. 
 
ACTION: The Clerk 

 
9 SPORTS CLUB MATTERS – THE ROCK 
 

Mr Colin English from Sawston Rock gave details of a recent incident during a match at 
Lynton Way when a member of Sawston Rock’s team was abusive and aggressive and 
displayed disgusting behaviour.  A youth team were training at Lynton Way at the same time 
and Sawston United complained to the Parish Council.  Sawston Rock have sent an apology 
to the Parish Council and Sawston United Youth team which has been accepted by both.  
 
Mr English confirmed that the player in question is no longer playing for them and may face 
disciplinary proceedings from Cambridgeshire FA. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr English for his input. 

 
10 CRICKET NETS 
 

This time last year the Parish Council received a complaint from a resident about the number 
of cricket balls being hit over the hedge during the cricket season and asking the Parish 
Council to make the net higher.  At that time, it was agreed to review the matter in 12 months 
during which time the cricket club would monitor the issue.  Mr Ian Reeves representing 
Sawston & Babraham Cricket Club informed the meeting that he had attended most games 
this season and estimated that half a dozen balls had gone over this year. 
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This was discussed and proposed by Councillor Laxton and seconded by Councillor 
Mallows to review again next year and the Cricket Club to monitor it. 
 
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
11 GROUNDSMAN’S ISSUES 
 

The Head Groundsman explained that bark is being fly tipped constantly in Orchard Park car 
park.  There used to be a sign there and he asked if another metal sign could be put up. 
 
The Head Groundsman also requested a metal sign stating that cars are parked at own risk 
for the car park as he has noticed that people ignore the laminated signs and cones he puts 
up when he is cutting to avoid damage to cars. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Grayston and seconded by Councillor Richmond that once 
Councillor Laxton has confirmed the correct wording for the signs, the Clerk will obtain prices 
to take to Full Parish. 
 
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
ACTION: Councillor Laxton and the Clerk 
 

12 PAVILIONS AND GROUNDS 
 

Spicers – Mr Ian Reeves provided an update on this season’s cricket which is attached to 
these minutes. 
Mill Lane – The Clerk confirmed the defibrillator has been installed at Mill Lane and once 
confirmation is received from the ambulance service it will ‘go live’ 
Lynton Way – The Clerk confirmed the defibrillator has also been installed at Lynton Way.   
 
Mr Colin English informed the meeting that they are receiving sponsorship from The Rock 
and the Greyhound in Sawston as they have their pre-match meetings there.  The Club are 
pleased to have won their first trophy of the year.  
 
Mr Trevor Davies representing Sawston United asked if the Parish Council could cut back 
the trees by the floodlights at Lynton Way as they are blocking the light.  The Head 
Groundsman confirmed that this would be done. 
 
The Head Groundsman confirmed that the goal enclosures agreed last month will be installed 
at the beginning of October at all three locations. 
 
The Chairman thanked the club representatives for attending the meeting and they left at this 
point. 

 
13 BUDGET SETTING 
 

The budget for Recreation and Open Spaces was discussed and it was proposed by 
Councillor Reid and seconded by Councillor Grayston to recommend to the Finance 
Committee a budget of £80,617.00 for 2017/2018. 

  
VOTE: 7 FOR : 0 AGAINST (UNANIMOUS) 

 
14 COUNCILLORS ISSUES AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – CONCERNING 

RECREATION & OPEN SPACES ONLY 

 
None 
 
Meeting closed 9.25 pm 


